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Synopsis

"Required reading... " a *Elizabeth Fernea, The University of Texas at Austin"If a reader were to
select only one book in order to gain insight into women’s status and prospects in Islamic society,
this study should be the one chosen for its clarity, honesty, depth of knowledge and
thought-provoking qualities." & <Arab Book WorldIn this expanded and updated edition, with a new
introduction on Muslim women and fundamentalism, Mernissi argues that Islamic fundamentalism is

in part a defense against recent changes in sex roles and perceptions of sexual identity.
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Customer Reviews

The topic of male-female dynamics in Muslim society is one of the main issues covered in the book,
Beyond the Veil, by Fatima Mernissi. Mernissi covers a wide range of categories, all of which pertain
to the female position in a Muslim society. Though much of the data comes from Moroccan society,
the general subject matter attempts to describe all Muslim society. This book has two parts, one of
which focuses on the traditional view of women, and the second, which focuses on a more modern
and changing view of womenAjA As place in society. A fascinating look at women in Muslim
society, this book pushes the reader to question previous biases, and take a look at women in a
Muslim society from a Muslim perspective. Beyond the Veil starts out by contrasting views on
female sexuality. One view is that of Imman Ghazali, and the other view is that of Sigmund Freud.
Ghazali claims that the female sexuality is active, and equal to the male sexuality. Therefore,

females need to be restrained in order to prevent fitna (chaos) in the social order. Freud, on the



other hand, sees female sexuality as passive, and therefore masochistic. Ironically, both theories
attempt to prove the same point: that women, as uncontrollable beings, are destructive to the social
order and need to be restrained. Part two of the book starts out with interviews and data collection
from Moroccan society. This information is mostly focused around sexual desegregation.
MernissiAjA A s conclusions basically say that the traditional/older generation is more sexually
desegregated, while the more modernized/younger generation encourages desegregation. She also
points out that rural societies are more sexually traditional than urban societies.This book reveals

much about Muslim society in a simplified manner.
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